MCSD goes green with wood pellets

ANDY GARDNER
The Telegram

The Malone Central
School District recently in-
stalled two new wood pellet
burning boilers at the
‘Malone Middle School, re-

~placing three oil-fired boil-
ers from 1968.

“What these boilers rep-
resent is more efficient two-
stage combustion -that
burns pellets more com-
pletely so you get more
heat out of them and it also
reduces emissions,” said
Thomas Kenney of CS
Arch, who designed the sys-
tem.

The combustion process
leaves behind only a small
amount of ash and keeps
harmful particulate matter
from going into the atmos-

phere.
Superintendent

of
Buildings and Grounds
David Brooks said this is
why smoke won'’t be visible
coming from the school’s
chimneys. He also pointed

-out that because of built-in
emission controls, the
school did not have to add
-anything to the boiler emis-
sion or ventilation system.

The school did not have
to spend money on an exte-
rior building or renovations
to house the wood pellets or
boilers. Instead, they refur-
bished the old coal room
into pellet storage.

The room is outfitted
with a ventilation system
to keep dust to a minimum
to prevent an explosion.
The room is also outfitted

(See BOILER, Page 7)
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(Above) Malone Middie School
Superintendent of Buildings
and Grounds David Brooks
mans the controls of the new |
wood pellet-fired boilers that |
now heat the school. They are |
environmentally-friendly and
will save the school between
$45,000 and $69,000 on its an-
nual energy bill. (Right) CS |
Arch Construction Manager |
Thomas Kinney shows the
pellets that will fire the new |
boilers. In the background is
the new pellet storage room
that used to store coal. It is
outfitted with explosion-proof
lighting, sprinklers and venti-
lation.
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